0009 - May 2015 The Newsletter of the Montreal Branch of the International Wine & Food Society

" Lot us celebrate the occasion with wine and sweet words "~ Plautus

Dear Fellow Members:

As | am writing this , we are getting ready for our Black Tie Dinner by Lake St Louis at the Forest
and Stream Club. It has been another very good year for the Branch. Since the beginning of 2015

we have had 8 new members. Our events have very good attendance and have been varied and
successful.

We have also been worthy of the “Wine” Club { International Wine and Food Society ) as we have been holding
an extremely successful Wine Auction and Wine Tasting at the Regiment de Maisonneuve and we are getting
ready for the August 2015 Wine Tour to Prince Edward County.

All this will not be possible without the participation of all of you, all of us : Board Members, Event Organizers,
Wine Commentators, Magnum Editors, Cellar Master and Cellar Members Committee, Photographer, Partici-
pants to our Surveys, Volunteers to prepare the survey, do the invitation, mail the invitation, prepare the badges
and place cards, pick them up , Reviewer for the Magnum and your attendance. Enjoy the summer!

PS: 1am calling on you to suggest your favorite BYOB for future Events !

.’E&fffor‘} note November to May. We survived a bitter long cold winter by sharing 6 wonder-
ful new venues together.

We are trying to add more photos to enjoy the memaories of great food and friends. If you take photos
with your own cameras or cell phones, please forward them along to share with our fellow members.
We never have enough photos. | apologize that this issue has many of the same faces in the pictures. We
would love to have more next issue. Our cellar Master Carola has provided a complete report on our in-
ventory and the direction we are taking our cellar.

Please note the new members page... Yes page, as we have eight new members to profile this season. Remember to
invite your friends as guests....guests become members.

Although we are still advertising our weekend in Prince Edward County, we are pleased to say that it is our first great
weekend, and it is sold out. Kudos to Carola and Lou.

| have also taken the opportunity to introduce Dave Felton, our head of international who did such a great write up on
our recent New Orleans governors meeting that | included his, and a few of our own pictures.

Again, thanks to all the contributors, photographers and lllandra and Stephanie, our graphic editors.
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MESON

10 NOVEMBER, 2014
-BY MARK LAZAR-

Winter nights in November with the beginning cold is
the perfect weather for a tapas inspired traditional
Spanish inspired dinner. Our hosts Victor Alfonso,
Sebastian Muniz, Pedro Oliveira and chef Marie-Fleur
St-Pierre prepared the perfect evening.

Meson has a cellar of private imports, from which Sebastian selected our wine pairings.

Following Spanish tradition, we started the evening with “Cava Y Pintxo” - or sampling a variety of tapas
expertly paired with a 2011 Cava Reventos | Blanc I'Hereux. All three appetizers, the Tuna Tartar, the cro-
quettes and the Ceviche received 4’s and 5’s in the survey — very well received. “Tasty” was a word used
by the reviewers. The staff was warm and moved around the crowd making sure everyone enjoyed their
fill of appetizers.

The restaurant offered us 2 entrees. The first entrée of Trout Gravlax was unique and different, which |
enjoyed but it did get mixed reviews. The second entrée was “taking a chance” by Louis Villeneuve and I.




We are a food society and wanted to stretch our experiences with their signature “Pogo Meson”, a
corndog version boudin (sweetbreads), which was a playfully presented. It is also a very popular Span-
ish dish. I liked it a lot, and | am not a fan of sweetbreads, but not everyone agreed and it received a
mixed review

The boudin was well paired with an El Petit Bonhomme Rueda 2012. A wonderful feature was the serv-
ers giving each table tasting notes as they brought each wine selection.

The first plat Fideos Meson was quite a full dish by itself, full of clams and seafood. Some commented
that this was a dinner by itself. It was paired with a P.P.P. Bullas 2012 which received mixed reviews,
although I felt that the light and fruity Bullas went very well with the Fideos.

The second Plat was a Jarret d’agneau, almost universally accepted with a “5” on the survey. Needless
to say, | have no disagreement, and a perfect match with the full bodied Conca de Barbera 2008.

The desert was a nougat éclair, and | am losing adjectives to describe tasty and delicious. The owners
generously treated us to after dinner drinks.

Louis Villeneuve and | had a wonderful time planning this event. The survey comments confirmed our
choice of the venue, almost universal acclaim for the selection, the quality and the service. Many have
commented that they would go back to enjoy, we certainly will, as well.

345 RUE VILLERAY , MONTREAL - TEL (514) 439-9089
WWW.RESTOMESON.COM




RENOIR
8 DECEMBER, 2014
- BY MICHELLE JULIEN SHILLER -

| love black tie dinners... everyone is beautiful and
elegant wearing nice dresses and tuxedos... and the
food is so delicious... and the service is so attentive...

When | received the invitation | was very excited - nothing was miss-
ing... oysters, Saint-Jacques, foie gras, oursins (imagine!), caviar, truf-
fles, buckthorn (whatever that is - a great name - it has to be delicious)
... a real feast. When | received the food | became a bit suspicious.

Cocktail: The perle(s) d'erable et soja vieillit did not add anything to the oysters (it was fine with me
as | love them au naturel). Was there any truffe noire with the Saint-Jacques? The taste was not
there. The Foie gras and the Flanc de porcelet were wonderful. The Louis Bouillot Perle Rare 2009 -
not a Champagne but a very defendable bubbly which | enjoyed so much that | bought it for the holi-
days.
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ler service: The soupe d'oursins had good colour but no taste. The blini was so small - it was a
decoration of the plate and did not have to be mentioned on the menu. The Domaine Faiveley
Montagny 2011 - was okay... drinkable...

2ieme service: Risotto a la truffe d'hiver, artichaut du Québec et fromage Burrata - the Risotto
had a wonderful texture but was tasteless. The Chef must have waived one truffle over the
whole pot. The Marnay Sorelles Pouilly-Fuissé Les Souvelles 2012, served with the risotto was
the best wine of the evening.

3iéme service: The filet de cerf de Boileau was perfectly cooked and delicious - a very generous
portion maybe too generous because it almost hid the accompaniments - or was it that the ac-
companiments were not generous enough? The Domaine P Dubreuil-Fontaine Aloxe-Corton 2011
was a well chosen wine to accompany the cerf but a bit young. It was acceptable.

Dessert: Louna Supréme Vanille, saveur argousier aux perles de noisettes was accompanied by a
very sweet cider La Face Cachée de la Pomme Neige 2006. When the desert was served to me it
almost slid off the plate - | am sorry to say... it reminded me of Woolworth... for the look, the ser-
vice and, in the end, the taste.

In all, | was disappointed. This festive menu with all its appealing dishes and well labelled bur-
gundies did not live up to its expectations. Joel and Rhoda Pinsky and George Remus worked
very hard to organize this evening - we thank them - too bad Le Renoir did not deliver!

Editor’s note: Thank you Michelle for your honest critique. According to the Survey, not all the members
felt as strongly on the negative side. The survey showed that the items Michelle loved (the food and the
wines) were equally loved. The desert did not get such negative reviews. (none left at our table). The
event Survey was more positive than negative. My own comment is that when we do not control the res-
taurant, we have, historically, had a less than perfect experience. | and my table had a great night.
Everyone agreed that the organizers worked hard, many loved the total evening and many felt that Re-
noir did not give us their best.
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LALOUX

26 JANUARY, 2015
- BY JANET RANKIN-HAMBLETON -

On a cold and wintery night in January, we were wel-
comed into a warm and cozy Laloux.

@ Laloux has been in existence for 25 years, and has always maintained a high stan-
dard in food and service, this night was no exception.

We started with a wonderful selection of canapés, to accompany our Domaine Desire Petit Cremant de
Jura Jura. First course was a celeriac soup with smoked organic sturgeon and sunflower seed oil from the
townships near Lake Brome. The soup was flavorful and smooth. This course was served with a 1re Cru
Chablis that was a perfect match.

Second course was a wonderful black cod in a mushroom bouillon infused with nordic herbs. It was ac-
companied by Jerusalem artichokes, which our table ( foodies that we are) decided were very under-
cooked potatoes. We said as much to the server, who looked at us as though we had lost our minds,
then kindly informed us they were Jerusalem artichokes. Had we read the menu we would have known
that!

%vam erie Manzo, Carolyn Ickx, Doris

1P3 - TEL (514) 287-9127




This course was light and flavorful. It was served with Cendrillon, 2010, Loire-Tourane.

The main course was Guinea Fowl with pear puree, field peas, parsnip and Labrador tea sauce. The
best part of this course was the spectacular Leoville Barton 1994 which was provided by one of our
members. The wine was incredible, smooth, fruity, and very, very drinkable. Many thanks.

Dessert was maple profiteroles with vanilla ice cream and hazelnuts. A perfect sweet ending to a sweet

night where we could forget the cold outside and enjoy the warmth of good friends and good food and
wine.

A big thank you to our hosts of this wonderful evening, George Remus and Leslie
Breitner!

o Annick Sierkietzian and Lorraine Vezina Judy Wolfe, Vania DeGregorio and Mark Lazar

% " -
From left: Kasey Cree, Carol Tennenbaum, Helen
Valiulis

Sharing stories amongst friends Joel silcoff, Janice Greenberg and Joel Pinsky Leslie Breitner presents the award




M SUR MASSON
9 MARCH, 2014
-BY LILLIAN SHILLER-

The invite described it as a “BISTRO BASH IN THE QUAR-
TIER” And that’s exactly what it was. A very special evening §
created for the IWFS by “M sur Masson” in Vieux-
Rosemont. Rustic decor with wooden benches, cosy and
warm, but as one guest commented “ambiance is not influ-
enced by the decor but by the guests.”

As they arrived, the forty or so casually but smartly dressed members and their guests were offered a re-
freshing glass of Cave de Beblenheim Cremant d’Alsase Brut, perfect as an aperitif. Generous servings of
Canapés included a Tartare de Saumon, and a Tartare de Boeuf, described by one member “as the best
Canapes we have had in a long time”. Another said “the Mousse de Foie de Veau was so tasty, | found
myself licking the spoon clean”. Most however agreed that though the Champignons were tasty, the
Feuillete was very hard and far from a Feuillete.

Once comfortably seated in what the invite described as a “Bistro-esque” (is that even a real word?)
dining area, most members were delighted with the beautifully presented first course of Fish Broth with
fresh clams and mussels and crunchy legumes in oversized deep white bowls. Comments went from
“delicious” and “ | wish | could have had two bowls”, to “the clams were a bit overcooked and a couple of
mussels were unopened .

‘g

Mark Lozar, Vania DeGregorio, Suzan Peletz, Pamela ond

Janet Rankin-Hambleton, Kasey Cree & ¥ _ Pierre and Nicole Etienne, Leslie and John
Guest Sharlene Giuliani Award Presentation Breitner

2876 Rue Masson, Montréal, QC H1Y 1W9 - TEL (514) 678-2999
WWW.MSURMASSON.COM
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The ‘Alhambra’ Cataratto & Inzolia, Spafadora (Sicilia), 2013 which accompanied our lere Entree
some thought was questionable on its own, but its dry, tangy, and fruity taste paired well with the
dish.

It is written that Chef Jonathan Cyr uses locally sourced ingredients in preparation of his classically
inspired dishes. Once again his creativity appeared in his Plat Principal. Cassoulet Toulousain with
duck confit, white sausage and bacon. Comments included “best dish of the night!”, “Cassoulet was
great!”, “good idea presenting the confit on the side”, as well as “why separate the two”.

The accompanying wine, Chateau Pech Celeyran ‘Celeste’, La Clape (Languedoc), 2012, with a strong
and fruity nose evolved from the first tasting through to eating the course . The sommelier was cor-
rect.

After the ample serving of the previous three courses, one would perhaps think “ENOUGH!” But after
all, this is an IWFS event and enough is never enough, and the BEST was yet to come. From the private
cellar of our members John and Leslie Breitner emerged a quite powerful, very deep and intense
1977 Warre’s vintage Porto. No debate here. This superb Port paired with an excellent selection of
Quebec cheeses with fig jam and nuts, was truly enjoyed by everyone. Thank you John and Leslie.

Our joy of drinking the Port continued into the Dessert Course. Tartelette aux Fruit de Saison avec
Sorbet, (sounds better in French..). Passion ran high by this time. Maybe it was the superb Port.
Maybe it was just the late hour, 11pm. Comments given were, “Divine!”, to ”| hated the sorbet “ to ”I
loved the surprising taste of the sorbet” and "Fruit tart was outstanding”, but personally | must add
the pastry shell was way too hard to eat.

General comments were that the service was excellent, the staff wonderful. The sommelier provided
a great description of the wines which she said were all an importation. Most members felt the food
was superb, and combinations different, making comfort food a bit more interesting.

This Bistro Style evening so wonderfully organized by John Breitner and Mark Lazar was a huge suc-
cess finishing at well after 11pm.

(note: Many years ago the present location of M sur Masson, was a Laura Secord shop. How do |
know this? Bryant and | once owned this property. Isn’t life strange? | just happen to be reviewing
this particular event not realizing it was taking place in that location ).

Louis Villeneuve and John Breitner

"Cne cannot hink well, ove well, soep well, if e has not
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REGIMENT DE MAISONNEUVE

13 MARCH 2015
-BY BARRY SHILLER-

Was the Bec Fin Traiteur food truck parked in front of the Regiment de
Maisonneuve building an omen? How about the Nazi flag hanging above
the foyer in the bar? We needn’t have worried. This wine tasting and
food pairing event in April was an awesome treat brilliantly organized by Carola Price and Pierre-
Marc Lariviere. The caterer succeeded in presenting sixteen delicious separate canapés and delicate
small plates to accompany no less than fourteen wines. Now that’s an outstanding and memorable
wine and food event!!

The wines were carefully chosen by Carola and Martin Remillard-two sommeliers-to pair with the
food. They came from the Branch Cellar and from the portfolio of Martin’s agency, Selections Cav-
istes. As an added bonus, the agency wines could be purchased after the event. Also some of our
cellar wines were auctioned off to some active bidders, including some of the wines tasted.

Earl Eichenbaum and Ellen Gross Flags of the ‘Mess des Officiers’

me fine “orphan”
ar!

Don’t miss next year’s chance to bring hon
s from the IWFS Cel
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