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Wine Spectator's Top 100 - #07 


Schild

Shiraz Barossa 2008

94 points / $20

5,000 cases imported

Australia

Schild’s entry-level Shiraz has all of the stuffing of a blue-chip bottling, but sells for a fraction of the price of other brands. The winery is able to achieve this because it’s one of the largest independent growers in the Barossa, with more than 400 acres under vine. Winemakers Jo Irvine and Scott Hazeldine used grapes from the cooler southern Barossa to produce this polished and complex red that was aged in both new and used American oak.
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Royal Tokaji 2006 Aszu 5 Puttonyos 
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Description  

WA 94pts - #28 on Wine Spectator's Top 100 Wines of 2010 - Winemaker Notes - A clear golden amber colour. At first, botrytis, apricot, orange peel and honey hit the nose, followed more explicitly by the fig, with wood and smoky notes flashing up, and both orange peel and honey returning in the end. The palate is rich with orange and notes of botrytis, which is then swept by apricot with a citrusy aftertaste. Wonderful and lively acidity. A touch of mint also appears with its cooling and refreshing effects. Thanks to the crispy acidity, it is not the sweetness, but the rich aromas that add up to the extremely long finish, Very promising, already fascinating aszú wine.

[image: image3.png]CASTELLO
DALBOLA





Castello D'Albola Chianti Classico 2007

Sangiovese 

from Tuscany, Italy

winemaker's notes: 

#47 Wine Spectator Top 100 of 2010
The wine offers a brilliant ruby red color. As time passes, the hue is enriched with garnet tones that, as the years go by, lighten further toward orange with an ochre tint typical of Tuscan wines. The aroma is satisfyingly intense, fine and elegant, with light scents of ripe fruits and violets. As it evolves, the wine develops an appealing bouquet that is full and complex. It possesses a pleasant fullness and an outstanding balance of body and structure. Somewhat austere in its youth, the wine softens with age, becoming velvety and developing prolonged and appealing aromatic persistence.

critical acclaim:
"This is what Chianti should taste like, with plenty of dark cherry and floral aromas and flavors that say Sangiovese. Fresh and fruity. Drink now. 50,000 cases made."

90 Points

Wine Spectator 
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	Mumm Brut Prestige Napa Valley Sparkling Wine 90 pts (WS)


Mumm Brut Prestige Sparkling Wine  #48
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 INCLUDEPICTURE "../../../../../../../DOCUME~1/HP_ADM~1/LOCALS~1/Temp/moz-screenshot-3.png" \* MERGEFORMAT [image: image6]90pts(WS) Crisp and elegantly styled, with floral apple and yeasty spice aromas that lead to layered flavors of baked pear, citrus and creamy vanilla. Drink now. 125,000 cases made. –TF Wine Spectator November 30, 2010

Wine Spectator writes..."Toasty aromas and firm texture introduce this wine, which sports nut, fig, pear, honey and lemon flavors. Good on the midpalate, striking a fine balance between delicacy and substance. 150,000 cases made. –JM"

Fetish The Watcher Shiraz 2008

Syrah/Shiraz 

from Barossa Valley, Australia[image: image7.png]



winemaker's notes: 

#61 Wine Spectator Top 100 of 2010
The Watcher. It is an image steeped in legend and mystery. It implies transcendence and authority. The Watcher is a being of knowledge, of understanding, of concern, of influence. 

At Fetish Wines, we value this level of attention to every step of the winemaking process, from the soil to the bottle. We do not want to manipulate wine, but to craft it by the subtle direction that can only be achieved through an intimate relationship with the land. 

For this wine, Rolf Binder is The Watcher

critical acclaim:
"Fresh and vibrant, this is medium-weight and juicily focused to show its blackberry, black plum and white pepper flavors, lingering with hints of white chocolate on the harmonious finish. Drink now through 2018. Tasted twice, with consistent notes. 8,000 cases made."

91 Points

Wine Spectator 
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2009 Achaval Ferrer Malbec Mendoza

About Achaval Ferrer

Italian enologist Roberto Cipresso, a partner in this venture and in charge of winemaking, has been instrumental in creating single-vineyard Malbec bottlings that show how this variety expresses its terroir in various sites. Cleanly made wines in an updated Old World style. 

Intense, pure, full colors and young aromas. This wine completes our vision of Malbec. We wish to honour the insignia variety of Mendoza. We want to emphasize all the characteristics of this unique cepage. Our work in the vineyards reinforces leaf system over root system, and emphasizes the soul of the fruit. 

Our objective is to preserve the vertebral column of variety as the first step of a trilogy that continues in ascending stairs with Quimera – a design wine - and Finca Altamira, Finca Bella Vista and Finca Mirador, through which we showcase the expression of terroir. 

The wine was aged during 9 months in French Oak barrels. We took special care to preserve the necessary balance between wood and fruit without losing its spontaneity.

"The purple-colored 2009 Malbec is sensational for an entry-level wine. It gives up an alluring nose of wood smoke, Asian spices, floral notes, black cherry, and black raspberry. Layered, smooth-textured, and plush, this is a mouth-coating effort that is ready to drink but that will continue to deliver satisfaction for another 6-8 years. "

92 Points The Wine Advocate 

"A nice minerally spine drives this, with the core of damson plum, raspberry ganache and blackberry fruit staying sweet but racy and defined. Violet and graphite hints add length on the mouthwatering finish. Drink now. 12,000 cases made. "

91 Points Wine Spectator 

[image: image11]
Vina Mayor Reserva Ribera Del Duero 2004 WS 93

Wine Spectator 93 points - Smart Buys
"This red shows focus and depth, with admirable purity to its black cherry, mineral, tobacco and tar notes. Delivers an excellent balance of firm, well-integrated tannins and clean acidity. Not showy, but rock-solid. Drink now through 2016." –TM, May 31, 2010

Winemaker Notes:
The vineyards of the Denominación de Origen Ribera del Duero are known for one grape variety above all, the red grape of Spain - Tempranillo.

 

Red wines, easily made in the region, are aromatic with fruit flavors and vivid red colors when young, the best becoming soft velvety wines of rich elegance.  Aromas and flavors manifest themselves in the region's wines throughout the winemaking process.

 

 Colour: Deep, dark cherry red.
 

Aroma: Complex mixture of intense ripe black fruit and fine oak character.
 

Taste: Elegant, well structured and full bodied. Rich, long and satisfying on the palate.

Gloria Ferrer NV Brut Sonoma County
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WS 90 Pts. (Smart Buys) - #78 on Wine Spectator's Top 100 Wines of 2009 - An exceptional value. Round and full-bodied, with rich, ripe apple, pear and honeydew melon flavors. his complex sparkler has a nice touch of yeast and doughly aromas that give it addred character, turning creamy with a touch of vanilla. Drink now through 2009.... Rated 90+

D'Arenberg 2008 Shiraz McLaren Vale The Stump Jump

WS 90Pts - #82 on Wine Spectator's Top 100 Wines of 2009 - Tasting Notes - According to the Wine Spectator; Ripe and open-textured, this is impressive for the way it packs in the cherry, blackberry and raspberry flavors and doesn’t take the foot off the gas pedal until the mineral-inflected finish has played through. Drink now through 2018.[image: image12.png]



This is a very mild Shiraz, that leaves a mild sweet taste in your mouth.  You would not believe this wine is so good if you judged it by the price.

Bodega Norton 2007 Malbec Mendoza Reserva
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Description  

WS 90pts. - #90 on Wine Spectator's Top 100 Wines of 2010 - According to the Wine Spectator: Very ripe and primal still, delivering a large core of velvety textured raspberry, fig and boysenberry fruit that is liberally laced with dark toast, pastis and roasted vanilla. Should settle in nicely with modest cellaring, as the structure is dense, but polished and integrated. Drink now through 2011.
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