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The International Wine & Food Society





BRANCH BROCHURE  
The International Wine & Food Society is the world’s oldest and most renowned gastronomic society.  The Society’s mission is the promotion of a broad knowledge and understanding of both wine and food, the enhancement of their appreciation, and the nurturing of camaraderie among those who share the pleasures of the table.  
André L. Simon  
The Society was founded in 1933 by André L. Simon, CBE, Legion d’Honneur (1877-1970), who was renowned as a bibliophile, gourmet, wine connoisseur, historian and writer.  In his words, the purpose of the Society “is to bring together and serve all who believe that a right understanding of good food and wine is an essential part of personal contentment and health, and that an intelligent approach to the pleasures and problems of the table offers far greater rewards than the mere satisfaction of appetite.”  
Born in Paris, Simon went to London in 1902 as the English agent for the champagne house of Pommery and Greno.  A year later, the editor of the Wine and Spirit Trade Review commissioned Simon to write articles on the history of the champagne trade in England.  He ultimately wrote over 100 books and pamphlets on wine and food, and his library of wine books is one of the finest ever assembled. 
With the help of his friend A.J.A. Symons, Simon developed the idea of forming a wine and food society.  Thus, the Society was born, with Simon responsible for the dinners and tastings and for editing its quarterly journal.  Symons became the Society’s first secretary.  
Simon believed that “a man dies too young if he leaves any wine in his cellar.”  In keeping with this philosophy, he left only two magnums of claret when he died at age ninety-three.  
Organization  
“André’s Wonderful Invention” attracted 232 members within three weeks of the Society’s inception.  In not too many years, The Wine & Food Society had evolved into The International Wine & Food Society.  Simon’s energy and charm ultimately enabled him to generate branches throughout the world so that today there are more than 8,000 members in 150 branches in 30 countries. 
The Society’s headquarters are in London.  It is governed by a Council of Management helped by three Area Committees:  Europe/Africa, Asia/Pacific, and The Americas.  Founded in 1966, the Board of Governors of the Americas (BGA) oversees all branches in the Americans, the Bahamas, and the Caribbean.  
The mission of the BGA is to foster the growth of the Society in the Americas and to facilitate the precepts of André Simon.  The BGA encourages program exchanges between branches and offers new ideas for events.   It also approves awards for special members, outstanding chefs, and memorable occasions.  
The BGA offers merchandise such as medallions, clocks, and membership certificates.  It   publishes the quarterly newsletter, Wine, Food & Friends, and maintains its part of the Society’s website at www.iwfs.org.  An educational foundation has also been established by the BGA to provide matching funds to branches that grant scholarships for culinary students.  
Facilities & Benefits of the Society  
The facilities and benefits of the Society are always expanding at local, national and international levels.  In brief they include:  
·         the privilege of attending IW&FS regional and international festivals, as well as events offered by your branch; 
·         a subscription to the BGA quarterly newsletter, Wine, Food & Friends; 
·         the IW&FS annual membership and vintage chart; 
·         the privilege of purchasing The Traveller’s Wine Guides Series, Special IW&FS Edition, for France and Italy; 
·         discounts and benefits offered by participating merchants and companies upon presentation of the IW&FS membership card; 
·         access to the “secure members only” section of the IW&FS web site, www.iwfs.org; 
·         when traveling through-out the World, the opportunity to attend “open” events at local Branches on a space available basis and with prior Branch approval; 
·         temporary membership privileges at The Lansdowne Club in Mayfair, allowing IW&FS members to stay in central London at very reasonable room rates and including the use of the dining room, swimming pool, and other sports facilities; 
·         use of the facilities of The English-Speaking Union, also in Mayfair; and 
·         access to The André Simon Collection of approximately 5,000 titles at The Guildhall Library in London.   
East Bay Branch Activities  
The East Bay Branch was founded in 1977.  We always welcome new ideas for events.  In the past few years our activities have included:  
·         gourmet restaurant dinners; 
·         wine tastings, including blind tastings; 
·         visits to vineyards and other places of interest such as micro-breweries; 
·         cooking demonstrations followed by dinner; 
·         wine and food events at members’ homes; 
·          the formal holiday gala in December.   
     Dues and Initiation Fees  
The Society is a non-profit organization with no commercial interests.  Annual membership dues for the year 2006 are: 

Couples:  $115 ($89 of which goes to the Society) plus $ 60 for new couples ($30 to London)

Singles:  $90 ($65 of which goes to the Society) plus $50 for new single members ($25 to London)  

  For further information...  
Please contact any active member of the East Bay Branch, including: 

Jake Rudisill  707.483.3009  925.600.9420   jrudisill@comcast.net 
And be sure to visit the Society’s web site at www.iwfs.org 
